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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 

 

Toward the end of the Gospel of Luke, just after the celebration of Palm Sunday, when Jesus is greeted 

with jubilant, joyful crowds, there follows one of the most poignant and troubling scenes in the scriptures.  

I’ll let Luke tell it: 
 

“As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “If you, even you, had only recognized on this 

day the things that make for peace!  But now they are hidden from your eyes.  Indeed, the days will come 

upon you, when your enemies will set up ramparts around you and surround you, and hem you in on every 

side.  They will crush you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave within 

you one stone upon another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from God.”  

(19:41-44) 
 

We think of Palm Sunday as a day of triumphal celebration.  Like the crowds throwing their cloaks on the 

road, we shout and sing with joy, “Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!”  (19:38)  But Jesus is 

not celebrating.  He is weeping.  He knows that the people’s songs of peace are hollow, because they 

refuse to understand what God’s peace looks like.  They have capitulated to Caesar’s version of peace, the 

pax Romana, the peace of the sword, the peace secured by strength of arms, a worldly peace won through 

fear and domination.  But this is not God’s peace.  This is not the way of Jesus, who says, “my peace I give 

to you . . . I do not give to you as the world gives.”   
 

This scripture has been haunting me lately.  I have been wondering, especially since the school shooting in 

Florida, if Jesus might be weeping for us.  I have been wondering if we still have the capacity to weep with 

him?  Do we know even how to blush anymore?  Especially in this season of Lent, when the church is 

called to repentance and grief over the sins of humankind, can we not see that Jesus is talking about us 

when he says that the things that make for peace have been hidden from our eyes?   
 

The hawkers of weapons counsel fear.  They know that the crowd’s songs of peace are really only a 

preparation for war, and they are eager to exploit this knowledge for profit.  But Jesus isn’t out to make a 

buck or to lobby for any special interest.  Jesus wants to save souls, and sometimes, as he teaches between 

his tears, the thing that we need saving from is ourselves.  Notice his repeated use of the phrase “within 

you” in his lament.  The enemies he warns of are not Roman soldiers but the far more destructive forces of 

fear, self-interest, and spiritual blindness. 
 

Healing begins with lamentation, with a willingness to tell the truth about the grief and loss that 

characterize our so-called “peaceful” way of life.  It begins with the recognition that God’s prophet is 

speaking to us when he says that “they have treated the wound of my people carelessly, saying “Peace, 

peace,” when there is no peace . . . they have acted shamefully . . . yet they were not ashamed, they did 
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not know how to blush” (Jeremiah 6:14-15).  Healing begins with a 

blush.   
 

What’s next?  Jesus and the prophets call us to attend to our vision.  

We need to open our eyes, lest we fail to recognize, again and again, 

the time of our visitation from God.  As I watched the students of 

Parkland take to the capital, telling the truth about grief and loss, and 

calling adults to task for their failures, I thought of another scripture, 

this one from the prophet Isaiah’s vision of the peaceable kingdom: 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them.  (11:6) 
 

Your Pastor, 

        Jonathan 

~~~ 
 

Holy Week & Easter Services  

at St. Paul’s 
 

Join us for worship and fellowship opportunitiesas Easter 

approaches.  We invite you to share this information with your 

friends and neighbors: 
 

   Palm Sunday : March 25 
(Potluck) Breakfast at 9:00 / Worship at 10:30 
 

   Maundy Thursday : March 29   
Soup & Bread Supper / Worship 6-8pm in the social hall 
 

   Good Friday : March 30  
Worship at 12 noon in the sanctuary 
 

   Easter Sunday : April 1 
Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m.  

        (with Exton Baptist; details, location to be announced) 

Worship / Communion at 9:00 & 10:30 featuring 

special music from the vocal and hand-bell choirs.   

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwinpdSQ9InZAhUvwVkKHcvACFIQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://search.aol.com/aol/imageDetails?p%3DFirst%2BSunday%2Bin%2BLent%2Bclipart%26q%3DFirst%2BSunday%2Bin%2BLent%2BClip%2BArt%26norw%3D1%26ei%3DUTF-8%26width%3D126%26s_it%3DimageDetails%26v_t%3Dwscreen50-bb%26imgty%3Dlinedrawing%26fr2%3Dp:s,v:i&psig=AOvVaw2gF95ybeLiAI5_34dREnU0&ust=1517752800217029
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MARCH WORSHIP SCHEDULE

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY MARCH 4 

Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 AM 

Sunday School at 9:00 am 
Greeter:  Kendra Schramm  

Readers:  Chris Baumann, Mark Banfield 

Coffee Hour:  King Family 

Flowers:  given by the Banfields in honor of Mary’s birthday 

Scriptures: Exodus 20:1-17  •  Psalm 19  •  1 Corinthians 1:18-25  •  John 2:13-22 

 

SUNDAY MARCH 11 

Worship and Communion at 9:00 and 10:30 AM 

Sunday School at 9:00 am 
Greeter:  Drew and Steph Olcese 

Readers:  Chris Baumann, Steph Olcese 

Coffee Hour:  Barb Coover and Joan Trimble 

Flowers:  Open 

Scriptures: Numbers 21:4-9  •  Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  •  Ephesians 2:1-10  •  John 3:14-21 

   

SUNDAY MARCH 18  

Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 AM 

Sunday School at 9:00 am 
Greeter:  Shoop Family 

Readers:  George Haughton, Sue Shoop 

Coffee Hour:  Shoop Family 

Flowers:  Trimble Family in Honor of Ron’s Birthday 

Scriptures: Jeremiah 31:31-34 • Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16 • Hebrews 5:5-10 • John 12:20-33 

 

SUNDAY MARCH 25 

PALM SUNDAY 

Potluck Breakfast at 9:00 am 

One Worship Service at 10:30 am 
Greeter:  Boy Scout Troup 83 

Readers:  Greg Allen 

Coffee Hour:  Boy Scout Troup 83 

Flowers:  given by the Brierleys In Honor of Russ’s birthday  

Scriptures: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  •  Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16 

Worship Service at 9:00 and 10:30 am                      

Sunday School at 9:00 am 
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UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

 

1st Friday Fun Night — Friday, March 2 
Join us on the first Friday of each month, from 6-8 PM, for great food, fellowship, and fun.  Sign up in the 

social hall.  March’s theme is “A Night at the Oscars”.  Come in Black tie or casual attire.     

April’s First Friday will be Friday, April 6 with theme still to be determined.  

 

Lunch Bunch — Tuesday, March 13 at 11:30 am Happy Days Diner: Thorndale 
The lunch bunch will dine at Happy Days Diner (3470 Lancaster Ave, Thorndale) on Tuesday,  

March 13 at 11:30 AM.  See the bulletin board in the social hall to sign up.  Everyone is welcome!  

              

Men’s Breakfast — Thursday, March 8, March 22 
The men of St. Pauls meet at Famous Toastery (Main Street Exton) at 7:30 AM on the second and fourth 

Thursdays of each month.  No sign-up.  Just come start your day with some food and fellowship.  

 

Bible Study – Every Wednesday Morning at 10:00 
Adult Bible Study meets every Wednesday morning at 10:00 at church. Come for coffee, refreshments, 

and some great discussion about this week’s lectionary. No homework, no sign-up.   

              

 

FOR THE KIDS  

 

Easter Egg Hunt — Saturday, March 24 at 2:00 pm 
 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday March 24 at 2:00 pm. Kids ages 10 and under can 

hunt for eggs and enter to win door prizes! This event is free and open to the public, so bring a friend! 

Older kids can come help hide the eggs at 1:00. Donations of small, individually wrapped candies and/or 

toys that will fit in a plastic egg will be accepted before March 18. 

 

INTERFAITH ACTION COMMUNITY  

 

The new Chester County interfaith group is pleased to announce an upcoming opportunity for fellowship 

and learning, as well a community service event: 
 

 On Thursday, March 8, from 7-8:30pm, St. Andrew’s Episcopal church in Glenmoore will be 

hosting an open house including a tour, a historical presentation, music, and social time.  Each month 

a different member of the interfaith group will host an open house so that we can continue learning 

about each other:  St. Paul’s UCC may be the host in May; stay tuned for more details. 
 

 On Saturday, May 5, starting at noon, the IAC will be sponsoring a “Day of Hope” in the afternoon 

to provide service to various community-support agencies.  Missions will include room painting, 

gardening/landscaping, cleaning.  The current plan is for volunteers to meet at Beth Israel at 12 noon, 

after which teams will proceed to the various service sites.  If you are interested in helping out, speak 

with Pastor Jonathan.   
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STEWARDSHIP & MISSION 

 

Stewardship 
 

 Deacons encourage you to enroll in St. Paul’s electronic giving plan. It’s safe, easy, and eliminates 

weekly counting errors. Download the form from the resources section of the church website and e-

mail to the church. Or see any consistory member. http://www.saintpaulsucc.net/index.php/resources 
 

 Giant gift cards in denominations of $100, $50, and $25 are on sale in the social hall each Sunday at 

10:00 AM.  Buy the card at face value and use it at any Giant to buy your groceries.  Giant sells the 

cards to us at a discount so the church receives 5.00 for every $100 we sell.     
 

 Remember to use Amazon Smile for your online purchases.  St. Paul's earns 0.5% when you use 

Amazon Smile and it doesn’t cost you anything additional.  To start using Amazon Smile … 

1. Log onto https://smile.amazon.com and sign in using your account credentials 

2. enter "st. paul's united church of christ exton pa" as your charitable organization    

Budget Update 
 January Monthly Budget Report - 

   $11,453 income ($14,799 budget), $10,731 expense ($16,700 budget), $722 surplus 

 Year to Date Budget Report -          
       $177,342 budget income, $200.406 budget expense, $23,064 deficit 
  

On-Going Mission 
 

 St. Pauls serves dinner on the first and second Monday of each month at Atkinson Men’s Shelter in 

Coatesville. Volunteers to join a cooking/serving group or to contribute funds to defray the costs of 

food are always welcome.  Contact Diane Battilana (dianeb@sbaplus.com) for more information. 
 

 When you do your weekly grocery shopping, make sure to pick up an item for our food bank; 

distribution basket is in the social hall.  St. Pauls helps stock the Lord’s Pantry in Downingtown. 

 

A Special Mission Project 
 

Hoffman Homes for Youth is a residential treatment program for children who are coping with severe 

mental health issues as a result of trauma, abuse, neglect and loss. They provide comprehensive therapies, 

including art, horse, music and pet therapy, in addition to a full spectrum of “talk” therapies, 

comprehensive medical and dental care, and a specialized curriculum at Hoffman Academy, an on-site 

progressive day school. Each year, Hoffman Homes spends an average of more than $600,000 - or an 

additional $1,500 a day - to provide care and support that is not covered by insurance. 
 

See the attached ‘wish list’ at the back of this newsletter for needed items.  They are very varied including 

gift cards, cleaning supplies, school supplies, gardening supplies, pet supplies, art supplies, hygiene 

supplies and recreation items.  We’d especially like to get a good supply of games for the family visit 

residence.  We’re sure the children will have some great suggestions! 
 

Please bring your donations to church by April 15th.  We are hoping to plan a youth group trip to deliver 

the items this spring. 
 

As always, thank you for your generosity! 

http://www.saintpaulsucc.net/index.php/resources
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:dianeb@sbaplus.com
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 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL 

 

We hope that you have been enjoying this year’s Lenten daily devotional on the “Melodies of the Heart.”  

New weekly installments are published each Sunday.  PDF versions can be downloaded on the church 

website.  If you haven’t been reading it, check it out! And, if you’d like to contribute, just pick a song, 

write up to 250 words, and email to Jonathan.  

 
 

 

To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable 
because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you. 

C.S. Lewis 

 

 

 

MARCH CELEBRATIONS 

 

March Birthdays 

 

3 Elizabeth Dickinson    

 Julie Danese     

 

7 Susan Shoop    

 

9 Diane Battilana    

 Joanne Propsner    

   

12 Stephanie Esposito    

  

16 Doug Propsner    

 Adam Behrndt    

 

 

 

17 Ron Trimble    

  

20 Russ Brierley    

 

21 Cameron King     

  

24 Sue Behrndt    

  

27 Bob Norwood    

 

28 Mayme Baumann    

 Kaitlyn Dembrosky     

  

31 Carrie Madison    

         
 

March Anniversaries 
 

16  Tom & Jessica Phillips AV 

 

 

 

“When you have reached your own room, be kind to those  
Who have chosen different doors and to those who are still in the hall.” 

C.S. Lewis 
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    CHURCH CALENDAR 

  

FRIDAY, MARCH 2 

6:00 PM  First Friday Fun Night 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 4 

Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am 

Church School at 9:00 

Choir Practice at 11:45 

 

MONDAY, MARCH 5 

6:30 PM  Atkinson Center Dinner   

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6 

7:00 PM Bell Choir 

      

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7 

No Bible Study Today 

6:00 PM  Just for Today 

 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8 

7:30 AM  Men's Breakfast 

 (Bistro 24 – Exton) 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 11 

Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am 

Church School at 9:00 

Choir Practice at 11:45 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 12 

6:30 PM  Atkinson Center Dinner  
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13 

11:30 AM Lunch Bunch meets  

 at Happy Days Diner in Thorndale  

7:00 PM Bell Choir 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14 

10:00 am Bible Study 

6:00 PM  Just for Today 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18 

Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am 

Church School at 9:00 

Choir Practice at 11:45 

 

MONDAY,  MARCH 19 

Lionville Mom’s Club 9 am -12     

Church Boards 7:00 

Consistory 8:00 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20 

7:00 PM Bell Choir 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 

10:00 am Bible Study 

6:00 PM  Just for Today 

 

THURSDAY, MARCH 22 

7:30 AM  Men's Breakfast 

 (Bistro 24 – Exton) 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 25 

Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am 

Church School at 9:00 

Choir Practice at 11:45 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28 

6:00 PM  Just for Today 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

101 WORTHINGTON AVENUE 

EXTON PA 19341 
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HOFFMAN HOMES FOR YOUTH 

WISH LIST 
 

Horse Therapy: Triple Crown senior & Triple Crown lite grain; horse treats; English riding 

equipment; riding boots & helmets (all sizes); horse care supplies and equipment; equipment for 

mounted games and activities  

 

Pet Therapy: Purina One Urinary Formula cat food; Purina Cat Chow Gentle Formula cat food; 

a kitty condo; dog harnesses/coats (medium/large); dog and cat beds; dog and cat treats; pine 

wood shavings; animal carriers (small/medium); new or gently used area rugs for our pet room 

(5’ x 7’ or 8’ x 10’ preferred) 

 

Art Therapy: Poster board; markers; crayons; colored pencils; paint; drawing notebooks (no 

spiral binding); gift cards to Walmart, Target, or A.C. Moore  

 

Music Therapy: Amazon gift cards; online subscriptions for sheet music and music downloads; 

non-wire-bound journals 

 

Seasonal Horticulture Therapy: Seeds; potting soil; gardening gloves; small gardening tools 

 

Health & Hygiene: Toothbrushes; Aim toothpaste; hairbrushes and combs; battery-operated 

women’s electric razors & batteries (AA and AAA); maxi pads; tampons; Suave shampoo & 

conditioner; Speed Stick and Lady Speed Stick deodorant; Ivory and Zest soap bars; toilet paper; 

facial tissues 

 

Sports & Recreation: Playground-grade mulch; Nintendo Wii game consoles & controllers; 

Nintendo Wii game cartridges (non-violent games only); batteries (AA and AAA); new board 

games; new card games; sports equipment: new/unused basketballs, footballs, soccer balls, 

fishing rods 

 

General Needs: Winter coats, hats & gloves; socks & underwear; new twin comforters; new 

towels and washcloths; paper towels; sandwich bags; freezer bags; aluminum foil; Lysol wipes; 

small and large trash bags; sponges; Windex, Comet cleaner and Pine Sol; Palmolive liquid dish 

detergent; new dishcloths and dish towels  

 

Hoffman Academy: School and teaching supplies, including composition books (the old-

fashioned kind, with no spiral binding); highlighters; crayons; markers; EXPO markers; 

construction paper; tape; paper clips; binder clips; poster board; loose leaf paper; pocket folders; 

and boxes of tissues. Also, Makerspace supplies, including duct tape; glue sticks; plastic bendy 

straws; marbles; balloons; masking tape; gift cards to Amazon, Target or Walmart   

 


