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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS 
 

Nearly every year, at about this time, I find myself picking up one of the volumes of The Lord of the 
Rings.  As the days shorten and the weather grows colder, I am drawn to the rich prose as a weary 
traveler is drawn to a warm hearth and a steaming kettle.  But perhaps this makes the book sound too 
cozy.  It is familiar to this longtime fan, but as for it being comfortable, I would have to quote from C.S. 
Lewis, who wrote of his friend Tolkien's work that "here are beauties which pierce like swords or burn 
like cold iron; here is a book that will break your heart."   
 
Some call Tolkien's work "escapist."  It is, after all, about hobbits and elves, wizards and orcs, seeing 
stones and rings of power.  A strange and wondrous place, Middle-Earth, giving the reader a welcome 
respite from the more dispiriting aspects of the real world.  And yet I find that with each reading, instead 
of feeling some sort of dreamy detachment from reality, I gain insights and understandings that help me 
to return to the hopes and challenges of real life with greater vigor and creativity.  This, for me, is part of 
what separates mere fiction from true literature.   
 
It has even enriched my reading of scripture — more so, in fact, than many scholarly Bible 
commentaries!  Take the story of the annunciation in the Gospel of Luke, when the angel comes to Mary 
and informs her that she will bear God's own child.  After asking only one question, which mainly has to 
do with her curiosity about how God intends to bypass the usual biological requirements, Mary 
famously answers, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be done with me according to your word."  
With this Mary becomes the ultimate example of faithful obedience.  And a model disciple, an 
inspiration for all who are called into the service of God.   
 
There is much that Luke doesn't tell us.  He never indicates, for example, the reason that Mary was 
chosen for this special task.  We often assume that it has to do with her perfection or piety, but that 
comes from us, not the text.  Presumably we have a hard time imagining that God would choose 
someone imperfect — someone like us — for something so crucial.  And so we turn Mary into 
something a little more than human, more like a god than a mother.  And it makes it awfully hard for us 
to imagine ourselves being chosen by God for anything of any real importance.  Such as becoming 
bearers of Christ in the world, a calling that every Christian rightly shares with Mary, and that we are 
invited to recall every Advent and Christmas.   
 
Tolkien has something to say about this.  When Frodo, the humble hobbit, realizing that the dangerous 
Ring of Power, which, if it falls into the hands of the Dark Power, could be the undoing of the world, 
has fallen into his possession, he freaks out:  "I am not made for perilous quests.  I wish I had never seen 
the Ring!  Why did it come to me?  Why was I chosen?"   
          Continued on next page … 
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Gandalf the wizard replies, "Such questions cannot be answered. 
You may be sure that it was not for any merit that others do not 
possess: not for power or wisdom, at any rate.  But you have been 
chosen, and you must therefore use such strength and heart and 
wits as you have."   
 
To which Frodo replies, "But I have so little of any of these 
things!"  I can relate.  But I read on, and find that Frodo accepts 
this burden that has been laid on him.  The journey before him is 
long and hard.  But he does not go alone.  He is part of a 
fellowship.  He has friends to walk beside him, to help him bear 
the burden and go the distance.  Sound familiar?   

   Jonathan        
 
 
 
 

"Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room" 
A Daily Devotional for Advent 

 
Be sure to get a copy of the new daily devotional for the Advent 
season.  This year's edition is based on the theme of hospitality  
and welcome, featuring scriptures about the biblical practice of 
hospitality, and inviting readers to reflect on how we might prepare 
ourselves to receive the Christ child as an honored guest into our 
lives.Hard copies are available at church, and a PDF version can be 
downloaded from the church website at <www.saintpaulsucc.net>.   
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

 
 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 3  
Advent Workshop at 9:00 AM 

Hanging of the Greens Service at 10:30 AM 
Greeter:  Dennis and Marilynn Ayotte  
Readers:  Hanging of the Greens 
Coffee Hour:  Hanging of the Greens 
Flowers:  given by the Hessingers 
Scriptures: Isaiah 64:1-9  •  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  •  1 Corinthians 1:3-9  •  Mark 13:24-37 

 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 10 
Worship and Communion at 9:00 and 10:30 AM 

Greeter:  George Haughton 
Readers:  Liza Hauze, Louis Franconi 
Coffee Hour:  Mary Lee Sailer and Barb Coover 
Flowers:  given by the Esposito Family 
Scriptures: Isaiah 40:1-11  •  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  •  2 Peter 3:8-15a   •  Mark 1:1-8 
   

SUNDAY DECEMBER 17  
Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 AM 

Bell Choir Performs   
Greeter:  Diane Battilana 
Readers:  Melissa Harrop, Annie Hauze 
Coffee Hour:  Diane Battilana 
Flowers:  given by The Shoop Family In Memory of Amanda 
Scriptures: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  •  Psalm 126  •  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24   •  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 24 

Worship at 10:30 AM Only   No Sunday School  
Greeter:  Open 
Readers:  George Haughton 
Coffee Hour:  Christmas Cookies 
Flowers:  given by the Banfields In Honor of Mark's birthday  
Scriptures: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  •  Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26   •  Romans 16:25-27   •  Luke 1:26-38 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 31 
Worship at 10:30 AM Only  No Sunday School  

Greeter:  The Shoop Family 
Readers:  The Shoop Family 
Coffee Hour:  The Shoop Family 
Flowers:  Given by Diane Olcese in honor of the New Year 
Scriptures: Isaiah 61:10-62:3  •  Psalm 148  •  Galatians 4:4-7  •  Luke 2:22-40 

Sunday School at 9:00 am 
 

Jonathan Hauze

Jonathan Hauze

Jonathan Hauze
Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 AM
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UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 

 
1st Friday Fun Night — Friday, December 1   
Join us on the first Friday of each month, from 6-8 PM, for great food, fellowship, and fun.  Sign up in the 
social hall.  This month we’ll go caroling at two area nursing homes and then return to church for more 
fun and refreshments. Car pool from church.   Lots of fun for all ages.       
 
January’s First Friday will be - Friday, January 12 (Note the Date) when we will enjoy pizza while we 
dismantle the Christmas decorations at our post-Epiphany gathering. 
 
 
Lunch Bunch — Tuesday, December 12 at 11:30 am Green Street Grill  
The lunch bunch will dine at Green Street Grill (150 E. Pennsylvania Ave, Downingtown) on Tuesday 
December 12.  See the bulletin board in the social hall to sign up.  Everyone is welcome!  
  
 
 

CHRISTMAS NOTES 

; 
Poinsettia Sales - Poinsettia orders are due on Sunday, December 10 - $5.00 each for a branched 
plant. Colors are: Red, White, Pink, Pink Marble, Red Glitter (jingle bell) and Burgundy. See the order 
form on the back page of this newsletter.  Orders can be turned in to the church office or given to Steph or 
Drew Olcese. You can phone Steph at 484-678-8138 — leave your name and phone number if no answer 
and we will call you back.  You can also email Steph at stephie.esposito@gmail.com.   
 
Advent Workshop and Hanging of the Greens Service  - Sunday, December 3  
Join us downstairs in the social hall at 9:00 am as we prepare some Christmas crafts, decorate indoors and 
outdoors, then we will all take part at 10:30 for our annual Hanging of the Greens service as our church 
family prepares our hearts and the sanctuary to welcome the Christ Child.   

 9:00  am    Advent Workshop  
10:30 am    Hanging of the Greens Service with Communion     
  

            
GIVE THE FOLLOWING GIFTS: 

    To your enemy . . .  forgiveness. 
    To your opponent . . . tolerance. 
    To a friend . . .   your heart. 
    To a customer . . .  service. 
    To all men . . .   charity. 
    To every child . . .  a good example 
    To yourself . . .   respect 

-Author Unknown 

mailto:stephie.esposito@gmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP & MISSION 

 
 

x Deacons encourage you to enroll in St. Paul’s electronic giving plan. It’s safe, easy, and eliminates 
weekly counting errors. Download the form from the resources section of the church website and e-
mail to the church. Or see any consistory member. http://www.saintpaulsucc.net/index.php/resources 

 
x Giant gift cards in denominations of $100, $50, and $25 are on sale in the social hall each Sunday at 

10:00 AM.  Buy the card at face value and use it at any Giant to buy groceries.  Giant sells the cards to 
us at a discount so the church receives 5.00 for every $100 we sell.   

 
x Remember to use Amazon Smile for your online purchases.  St. Paul's earns 0.5% when you use 

Amazon Smile and it doesn’t cost you anything additional.  To start using Amazon Smile … 
1. Log onto https://smile.amazon.com and sign in using your account credentials 
2. enter "st. paul's united church of christ exton pa" as your charitable organization    

x St. Pauls serves dinner on the first and second Monday of each month at Atkinson Men’s Shelter in 
Coatesville. Volunteers to join a cooking/serving group or to contribute funds to defray the costs of 
food are always welcome.  Contact Diane Battilana (dianeb@sbaplus.com) for more information. 

 
x When you do your weekly grocery shopping, make sure to pick up an item for our food bank; 

distribution basket is in the social hall.  St. Pauls helps stock the Lord’s Pantry in Downingtown. 
 

 Monthly Worship at Exton Senior Living - Wednesday Dec. 13 at 2:00 p.m. 
Join Pastor Jonathan as he leads worship at Exton Senior Living on the second Wednesday of 
each month.  Each service is about 30-45 minutes long and includes the celebration of 
communion.  This is a great opportunity to build relationships between our church and the 
residents of ESL, and also to assist Jonathan with things like handing out bulletins, reading 
scripture, and helping to serve and clean up communion.   
 

Welcoming Boy Scout Troop 83 
We are excited to announce that we have become the chartering organization for Boy Scout Troop 83 of 
Lionville.  After the closing of Troop 482 more than a year ago, we have been without a BSA troop.  So 
we are grateful to once again be in partnership with a local troop.  Troop 83 was first chartered in 1932, so 
they have a very long history.  And—fun fact—from 1961-1979 their chartering organization was none 
other than St. Paul's United Church of Christ.  So, we can say "Welcome Home!" to Troop 83.   
  

Update on Our Roma Family Ministry 
Thanks to the generous support of the people of St. Paul's, other local churches, and friends and 
contributors, we were able to move the Baceanu family into a new rental home on November 2.  After 
many anxious months, they are now settled into a newly renovated home in a safe neighborhood.  In the 
coming weeks we will be reaching out to the 160+ churches of our Pennsylvania Southeast Conference to 
ask for help with the goal of raising an additional $8,000 toward housing, so that we can continue to 
provide rental support for one whole year, giving the Baceanus a foundation on which to build as they 
move toward self-sufficiency.  Thank you to all who have contributed to this mission effort!  Donations 
will be gratefully accepted at any time, payable to "St. Paul's UCC" and marked for "Roma Family."               

http://www.saintpaulsucc.net/index.php/resources
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:dianeb@sbaplus.com
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 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
 
"Behold I set before thee an open door . . ." (Rev. 3:8) 
 
On Sunday, November 16, we were delighted to receive five new members into our church fellowship:  
Paul Harrop, Melanie McCausland, Rob Tochterman, Judy Tochterman, and Angelina Trottini.  Many of 
you already know farmer Paul, as he is married to our own Melissa (Trimble) Harrop.  Rob, Melanie, 
Judy, and Angelina have all been regulars since last spring.  Rob and Melanie live in Downingtown (near 
Lionville); Rob runs his own video production company, and Melanie works at QVC.  Judy and Angelina 
are both residents of Ashbridge Manor in Downingtown.  Be sure to say hello next time you see them!   
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER CELEBRATIONS 
 

 
December Birthdays 

 
       

  6 Sheri Brierley 
 
        9 Barry Chester 
 

12 Grace Allen  
 

17 Anne Hauze  
 

24 Sharon Smoot 
 

25 Mark Banfield 
 

27 Clare Schramm 
 
 
 

 December Anniversaries 
 
       

28 Marilynn and Dennis Ayotte 
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 THANKS 

 
 
Thanks to all who participated in the Fall Cleanup on Saturday, November 11. We were able to get a lot 
of outside projects completed due to everyone’s efforts.   
           St. Paul’s Trustees 
    
A Huge THANK YOU to all who helped make the Holiday Fair a great success this year.  The fair 
brought in well over $3,200 (final tally to come).  Thanks to those who presided over the bake table, ran 
the kitchen, supervised the crafts for kids, took care of Attic Treasurers, Santa & his elves, the hospitality 
table, put together auction baskets, set up / took down. Thanks for all contributions from money to auction 
baskets to baked goods.  Also, thanks to our vendors. It takes a large number of people to run the Holiday 
Fair.  Thanks to all. 
           Joan Trimble  

 
 

 
 
 

 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 
 

Sunday School News 
Sunday School meets during the 9:00 worship hour with one multi-age class using the Shine curriculum.    
Volunteer teachers and helpers are always welcome.  If you are interested in teaching one of the classes, 
please sign up in the social hall or see Lisa Allen if you have any questions.  Child clearance documents 
can be found at http://www.saintpaulsucc.net/index.php/resources 

 
 

Bible Study – Wednesday Mornings at 10:00  
Adult Bible Study, led by Jonathan, takes place every Wednesday morning at 10:00. Come for coffee, 
light breakfast, and some great discussion about this week’s lectionary. No homework required.     

 
 

The Son of God became a man to enable men to become the sons of God. 
- C. S. Lewis 

  

http://www.saintpaulsucc.net/index.php/resources
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CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 
6:00 PM  First Friday Fun Night 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 
Advent Workshop at 9:00 am   
Hanging of the Greens Service at  
10:30 am with Communion 
  No Church School  
Choir Practice at 11:45 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4 
6:30 PM  Atkinson Center Dinner   
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 
7:00 PM Bell Choir 
      
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
6:00 PM  Just for Today 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 
7:30 AM  Men's Breakfast 
 (Bistro 24 – Exton) 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 
Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am 
Church School at 9:00 
Choir Practice at 11:45 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 
6:30 PM  Atkinson Center Dinner  
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
11:30 AM Lunch Bunch meets  
 at Green Street Grill, Downingtown  
7:00 PM Bell Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
3:00 PM Monthly Worship  
           at Exton Senior Living 
6:00 PM  Just for Today 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 
Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am 
Church School at 9:00 
Choir Practice at 11:45 
 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 18 
9 AM -12 Lionville Mom’s Club    
NO Consistory This Month 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
6:00 PM  Just for Today 
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 
7:30 AM  Men's Breakfast 
 (Bistro 24 – Exton) 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Worship at 10:30 am 
Candlelight Worship at 5;00 
Candlelight Worship/Communion  
 at 7:00 pm 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27 
6:00 PM  Just for Today 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 
Worship at 10:30 am 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 9 

POINSETTIAS FOR OUR GARDEN 
 
 

Poinsettia orders are due on Sunday, December 10, 2017.  They will be $5.00 each for a 
branched plant.  Colors are: Red, White, Pink, Pink Marble, Red Glitter (jingle bell type) and 
Burgundy.  Orders can be turned in to the church office or given to Steph or Drew Olcese. You 
can phone Steph at 484-678-8138 — leave your name and phone number if no answer and we 
will call you back.  You can also email Steph at stephie.esposito@gmail.com.   
 
 
 
                            PLEASE MARK 
NAME & PHONE #   HOW MANY  COLOR                    M/O OR H/O 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s UCC.  The poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary             
                               and can be taken with you after the Christmas Eve Services.  
 

mailto:stephie.esposito@gmail.com

